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John 
Brown

“This is a beautiful country.”
Last words (2 December 1859), as quoted in John Brown and his Men (1894)

I, John Brown, am now quite 
certain that the crimes of 
this guilty land can never be 
purged away but with 
blood. I had, as I now think, 
vainly flattered myself that 
without very much 
bloodshed, it might be done.

October the Sixteenth by
Langston Hughes (1931)

Perhaps
 You will remember
 John Brown.

John Brown
 Who took his gun,
 Took twenty-one companions,
 White and black,
 Went to shoot your way to freedom
 Where two rivers meet
 And the hills of the
 North
 And the hills of the
 South
 Look slow at one another—
 And died
 For your sake.

Now that you are
 Many years free,
 And the echo of the Civil War
 Has passed away,
 And Brown himself
 Has long been tried at law,
 Hanged by the neck,
 And buried in the ground—
 Since Harpers Ferry
 Is alive with ghosts today,
 Immortal raiders
 Come again to town,
 Perhaps,

You will recall
 John Brown.
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Federal 
lands
(and the American West)

28% of the total land area of the 
United States is administered by 

the Federal government.
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Public 
Universities

UC Berkeley by itself admits about as many Pell 
Grant recipients as the entire Ivy League combined.

UC Berkeley endowment: $3.1 billion
Combined Ivy League endowment:               $192.6 billion

doi:10.3386/w23618
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New 
Mexican 
cuisine

New Mexico is the only state with an 
official State Question: “Red or Green?”

The official State Answer: “Christmas.”
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Craft 
beer

67% of all craft 
breweries in the world 

are in the United States.
as of 2023, there are over 9,700 

craft breweries in the US.
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“Ope!”
“No Yeah” = Yes
“Yeah no” = No

“Yeah no for sure” = Definitely
“Yeah no yeah” = I’m sorry, the answer is yes
“No yeah no” = yeah, nothing to worry about

“Ope!” = shorthand apology
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The 
Stonewall 
riots

“You never completely have your rights, one 
person, until you all have your rights.”

-Marsha P. Johnson

thing seven:



99% of American 
residents live within 10 

miles of a Post Office.

The USPS 
serves 167 

million unique 
addresses, 

more than any 
other postal 

system, 
anywhere in 

the world.

Article I, Section 8, Clause 7 of the United States Constitution, 
known as the Postal Clause or the Postal Power, empowers 

Congress "To establish Post Offices and post Roads.”

The United 
States 
Postal 
Service

thing eight:



DOCU-
MERICA

From 1972-7, the EPA contracted 
freelance photographers across the 
US to “photographically document 

subjects of environmental concern”.

thing nine:

Heavy smog in Los Angeles, 1973, 
Gene Daniels

Middletown dump meets the salt 
marsh, 1973, Hope Alexander
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An oil slick surrounds Liberty Island in New York Harbor, 1971, 
Charles Higgins.
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Women smoking pot, Texas, 1973, Marc St. Gil

Bikers in Colorado, 1972, Boyd Norton
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Air pollution, Cleveland, 
OH, 1973, Frank John 
Aleksandrowicz.

Fertilizing the Imperial Valley, CA, 1972, Charles O'Rear



Queens, 
New 
York

Queens holds the Guinness World Record 
for “most ethnically diverse urban area on 

the planet”. At least 138 languages are 
spoken throughout the borough.

thing ten:


